The'Ancient Worlds of Asia
processions may pass right round the altar.   This processional
ritual is found in all Indian religions and has its parallel in
the Catholic Church. -The walls are painted with scenes from
the life of the Buddha and from Buddhist legends.   The ceiling
is usually vaulted and decorated with stylised mountain scenes.
In the summer of 1905 Lecoq found at Ming Hoi, near
Qizil, the "Painters' Grotto".   This lies along a road cut out
of the rock up a very steep slope in the vicinity of the town of
Kucha which Lecoq considered the loveliest in East Turkestan.
The roof of the sanctuary has imitation beams cut out of the
rock and arranged in corbels, imitating the wooden roofs often
found in Central Asian houses and in those we have already
seen in Bamiyan.   The highest central section was decorated
with  lotus  flowers  and the  lower  triangular sections with
devaputras ("sons of God").   The lotus flower, sacred already
in ancient Egyptian art, where it gave rise to the palmette
motif still used today, is also the sacred plant of India.   It
brought the first Being to the surface of the waters.  As a fully
opened flower it becomes the throne of the Gods.   Stylised in
its different phases of growth it has served as a model, both in
India and Egypt, for decorations with a vegetation motif.  At
the end of the "Painters' Grotto" there is a high, arched recess
in the wall.   This formerly held the sacred image which was
surrounded by mountain shapes in relief.  The image is now
in ruins.
The grotto was painted to illustrate a very frequent theme, the Indrashailaguha, in which Indra and other gods visit the Bucldha as he sits in meditation in a mountain cave. The mountain is inhabited by all kinds of wild animals. Divinities, bearing garlands and scattering flowers, fly around, and at the entrance to the cave stand Indra and other gods who have come to greet them. Some of the decoration is in painted stucco relief, but this is wearing away until in places only the background shows. The lateral walls of the sanctuary are separated from the walls of the ambulatory by decorated strips representing two painters, one above the other. They are richly attired, carry a dagger in their belts and have a very elegant bearing. They are at work, with a brush in their right hands
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